MUSIC IS AN ART FORM WHOSE MEDIUM IS SOUND OR-
GANIZED IN TIME. COMMON ELEMENTS OF MUSIC ARE
PITCH (WHICH GOVERNS MELODY AND HARMONY),
RHYTHM (AND ITS ASSOCIATED CONCEPTS TEMPO,
METER, AND ARTICULATION), DYNAMICS, AND THE
SONIC QUALITIES OF TIMBRE AND TEXTURE. THE WORD
DERIVES FROM GREEK (MOUSIKE), “(ART) OF THE
MUSES”

THE CREATION, PERFORMANCE, SIGNIFICANCE,
AND EVEN THE DEFINITION OF MUSIC VARY ACCORDING
TO CULTURE AND SOCIAL CONTEXT. MUSIC RANGES
FROM STRICTLY ORGANIZED COMPOSITIONS (AND THEIR
RECREATION IN PERFORMANCE), THROUGH IMPROVISA-
TIONAL MUSIC TO ALEATORIC FORMS. MUSIC CAN BE
DIVIDED INTO GENRES AND SUBGENRES, ALTHOUGH THE
DIVIDING LINES AND RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN MUSIC
GENRES ARE OFTEN SUBTLE, SOMETIMES OPEN TO INDI-
VIDUAL INTERPRETATION, AND OCCASIONALLY CONTRO-
VERSIAL. WITHIN “THE ARTS”, MUSIC MAY BE CLASSI-
FIED AS A PERFORMING ART, A FINE ART, AND AUDI-
TORY ART.

MEL-0-DY [MEL-UH-DEE]

-NOUN, PLURAL -DIES.

1. MUSICAL SOUNDS IN AGREEABLE SUCCESSION OR
ARRANGEMENT.

2. MUSIC.

A. THE SUCCESSION OF SINGLE TONES IN MUSICAL COM-
POSITIONS, AS DISTINGUISHED FROM HARMONY AND
RHYTHM.

B. THE PRINCIPAL PART IN A HARMONIC COMPOSITION;
THE AIR.

C. A RHYTHMICAL SUCCESSION OF SINGLE TONES PRO-
DUCING A DISTINCT MUSICAL PHRASE OR IDEA.

3. A POEM SUITABLE FOR SINGING.

4. INTONARTION, AS OF A SEGMENT OF CONNECTED
SPEECH




